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1 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of Document 
This statement details how the proposed Grove Park Neighbourhood Development 
Plan (GPNP) meets the basic conditions, in accordance with the requirements set out 
in: 

 Regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as 
amended)1 (taking into account the documents that must be included as part of 
the submission of the plan proposal – see Table 1). 

 Regulations 32 and 33 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 
(as amended) (taking into account the EU legislation in particular the need for a 
Habitats and Environmental Impact Assessment – see Section 5)  

 Paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 19902 
(ensuring that the draft NDP (and NDO if applicable) meets the basic conditions –
see Sections 2 to 4).   

  

                                                      

1 Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 
 As amended (2012) - http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made  
 The Neighbourhood Planning (General) (Amendment) Regulations 2015 - 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/20/regulation/2/made  
 The Neighbourhood Planning (General) and Development Management Procedure (Amendment) 

Regulations 2016 - http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2016/873/regulation/4/made  
2 Paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (also schedule 10 of the NPR 2012) 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/schedule/10/enacted#  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/20/regulation/2/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2016/873/regulation/4/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/schedule/10/enacted
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1.2 Demonstrating Compliance with Basic Conditions 
In accordance with Paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B of the Town and Country Planning 
Act (1990), the Grove Park Neighbourhood Forum can hereby confirm that all 
overarching basic conditions are met, as detailed by the following sections:  

Paragraph 8(2) Compliance Details 

8(2) (a) having regard to national policies and 

advice contained in guidance issued by the 
Secretary of State, it is appropriate to make the 
order. 

Section 2 –NFFP Obligations: details how the 
NDP has regard to The National Planning Policy 
Framework. 

8(2) (b) having special regard to the desirability 

of preserving any listed building or its setting or 
any features of special architectural or historic 
interest that it possesses, it is appropriate to 
make the order. 
 

8(2) (c) having special regard to the desirability 

of preserving or enhancing the character or 
appearance of any conservation area, it is 
appropriate to make the order. 

No neighbourhood development order has 
been made specifically to a listed building or 
conservation area. 

8(2) (d) the making of the order contributes to 

the achievement of sustainable development, 

Section 3 – Sustainable Development: details 
how the NDP contributes to the achievement 
of sustainable development. 

8(2) (e) the making of the order is in general 

conformity with the strategic policies contained 
in the development plan for the area of the 
authority (or any part of that area), 

Section 4 – Conformity with Strategic Policies 
of the Local Plan: details how the NDP is in 
general conformity with the strategic policies 
contained in Lewisham’s Local Development 
Framework. 

8(2) (f) the making of the order does not 

breach, and is otherwise compatible with, EU 
obligations, and 

Section 5 –EU Obligations: demonstrates how 
the ‘making’ of the neighbourhood plan does 
not breach, and is otherwise compatible with 
EU obligations. 

8(2) (g) prescribed conditions are met in 

relation to the order and prescribed matters have 
been complied with in connection with the 
proposal for the order. 

No neighbourhood development orders have 
been made. 

 

 

1.3 Compliance with Legal Requirements 
This basic conditions statement has been prepared by the qualifying body Grove Park 
Neighbourhood Forum (GPNF) to accompany the submission of its Neighbourhood 
Development Plan to the Local Planning Authority of Lewisham. It confirms: 
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 Qualifying Submitting Body: The Grove Park Neighbourhood Forum (GPNF) which 
became a qualifying body for the purposes of neighbourhood planning, in 
accordance with the Localism Act (2011)3, on 22nd October 2014. Designation was 
approved by the Mayor and Cabinet meeting4. 

 Neighbourhood Area: The GPNF is responsible for the proposed Neighbourhood 
Development Plan within the area demarcated by the approved neighbourhood 
area boundary5 and can confirm that there are no other submitted 
Neighbourhood Plans for the same area. Note that the GPNF shares its northern 
boundary along South Circular Road with the Lee Forum. 

 Plan Timeframe: The proposed NDP is for a period of 15 years from 2017 – 2032. 

 Plan Content: The Grove Park Neighbourhood Forum hereby confirm that the 
GPNP relates to the planning matters in relation to the use and development of 
land within the designated Grove Park Neighbourhood Area and does not relate to 
excluded development (e.g. national infrastructure projects or mineral extraction) 
as defined by Town and Country Planning Act 1990, s61K and the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, s38B(6). 

  

                                                      

3 Localism Act 2011 -  http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/pdfs/ukpga_20110020_en.pdf  
4 Mayor and Cabinet Meeting, London Borough of Lewisham, October 22nd 2014 - 
http://councilmeetings.lewisham.gov.uk/documents/s32015/Minutes%20October%2022.pdf  
5 Grove Park Neighbourhood Forum Area Map -  
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/LDF/Neighbourhood-
plans/Documents/Grove%20Park%20Neighbourhood%20Area%20map%20June%202014.pdf  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/pdfs/ukpga_20110020_en.pdf
http://councilmeetings.lewisham.gov.uk/documents/s32015/Minutes%20October%2022.pdf
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/LDF/Neighbourhood-plans/Documents/Grove%20Park%20Neighbourhood%20Area%20map%20June%202014.pdf
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/LDF/Neighbourhood-plans/Documents/Grove%20Park%20Neighbourhood%20Area%20map%20June%202014.pdf
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1.4 Submission Package (Regulation 15) 
The Grove Park Neighbourhood Plan submission package includes the documents 
listed by regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations (as amended, 
2012): 

Regulation 15 Clause Submission Details 

15(a): a map or statement 

which identifies the area to 
which the proposed 
neighbourhood development 
plan relates 

Chapter 1 – Introduction to Grove Park: Includes a map and 
details the neighbourhood context, identifying what is unique 
about the area. 

15(b): a consultation 

statement 
Chapter 4 – Statement of Consultation: details the engagement 
and consultation outcomes. 

15(c): the proposed 

neighbourhood development 
plan 

Chapter 3 – Grove Park Development Plan Policies: the proposed 
planning policies that will govern development within Grove Park 
designated neighbourhood boundary. 
 
Chapter 2 – Neighbourhood Analysis and Annexes 1 - 13: details 
the body of background evidence gathered through various means 
to ensure due consideration is given to the real needs of Grove 
Park and support the reasoned justifications of each policy. 

15(d): a statement 

explaining how the proposed 
neighbourhood development 
plan meets the requirements 
of paragraph 8 of Schedule 4B 
to the 1990 Act. 

Chapter 5 – Basic Conditions Statement: details how the plan 
conforms to statutory policy. 

TABLE 1: NPR (2012, AS AMENDED) REGULATION 15 CORRESPONDING SUBMISSION DOCUMENTS 

 

1.5 Examination Outcome Summary 
<<to be completed when done>> 

The examiner’s report is submitted as: <<insert link>> 

The examiner is required to confirm they are content that the submission meets 
requirements set out in Paragraph 8(1) of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country 
Planning Act 19906. <<enter statement about the outcomes of the examination and 
whether this is met>> 

  

                                                      

6 Paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (also schedule 10 of the NPR 2012) 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/schedule/10/enacted#  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/schedule/10/enacted


Page 8 of 25 
 

2 NPPF Obligations 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)7 sets out the Government’s planning 
policies for England and how these are expected to be applied. The GPNP has had 
regard to the NPPF, and meets both the obligations set out in paragraph 16 and 
paragraph 184 of the NPPF in that it both supports the strategic development needs 
set out in Lewisham’s Local Plan (including policies for housing and economic 
development) and promotes more development than is currently set out in the Local 
Plan for the Grove Park neighbourhood area. 

Table 2 outlines how the proposed GPNP relates to the 12 core NPPF principles (as 
defined in Paragraph 17). 

 

                                                      

7 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), March 2012 - 
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/policy/  

http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/policy/
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POLICY THEME GPNP CONFORMITY STATEMENT WITH NPPF CORE PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES 

Plan Overview 

Vision 

 Compliant with NPPF Core Principle 1 – “Genuinely plan-led, empowering local people to shape their surroundings, with succinct local 
and neighbourhood plans setting out a positive vision for the future of the area...provide a practical framework within which decisions 
on planning applications can be made with a high degree of predictability and efficiency.” 

 The GPNP sets out a vision, strategy and corresponding policies that define a practical framework for the future development of the 
neighbourhood. It sets out a positive, forward looking vision for the sustainable future of the area, and is spatially illustrated in Part 2 
of Chapter 3 – Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

 It is plan-led, in that it maps out where all the opportunities for development are located. Residents have invested a lot of volunteered 
time carefully mapping these opportunities to ensure future planning application decisions will be effectively guided, based on both 
the aspirations of the communities living in Grove Park, as well as the data evidence collected throughout the process. 

 Compliant with NPPF Core Principle 2 – “Not simply be about scrutiny, but instead be a creative exercise in finding ways to enhance and 
improve the places in which people live their lives.” 
 The GPNP sets out a comprehensive and creative vision for the neighbourhood, responding to the issues it currently faces, with policies 

that seek to enhance and improve the place and the wellbeing of its residents. For example, policies CA1-CA3 seek to improve and 
enhance the current dilapidated social infrastructure and policies NC1-NC4 and EM1-EM2 promote the conditions for allowing local 
businesses and enterprise to flourish, forming an overall sustainable neighbourhood: one that is liveable, sociable, walkable, healthy 
and supports a prosperous, independent local economy. 

 Compliant with NPPF Core Principle 3 – “Proactively drive and support sustainable economic development to deliver the homes, 
business and industrial units, infrastructure and thriving local places that the country needs.” 

 The GPNP responds positively to sustainable and meaningful growth by allocating sites for housing (Policy Ref H1-H3 and SA1, SA2), 
mixed-use development (Policy Ref NC1-NC3 and SA3, SA3), micro-enterprise (Policy Ref EM1-EM2 and SA7, SA8, SA9), and community 
spaces (Policy Ref CA1-CA3 and SA5, SA6). 

Heritage 
HR1: Protection of Heritage Assets & 
Buildings of Townscape Merit 

 Compliant with NPPF Core Principle 10 – “Conserve heritage assets in a manner appropriate to their significance, so that they can be 
enjoyed for their contribution to the quality of life of this and future generations.” 

 The GPNP has identified a number of non-designated heritage assets and areas of special local character, which are significant to the 
area of Grove Park, having lost many landmarks in the past. The policies also require new development to make a positive 
contribution to local character and distinctiveness that these assets afford.  

HR2: Protection of Areas of Special Local 
Character (ASLC) 

HR3: Enhancement of Chinbrook Estate 
ASLC 

Neighbourhood Shopping Centre 
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POLICY THEME GPNP CONFORMITY STATEMENT WITH NPPF CORE PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES 
NC1: Enhancement of Grove Park Local 
Neighbourhood Centre 

 Compliant with NPPF Core Principle 3 – “Proactively drive and support sustainable economic development to deliver the homes, 
business and industrial units, infrastructure and thriving local places that the country needs. …..Plans should ….. set out a clear strategy 
for allocating sufficient land which is suitable for development in their area, taking account of the needs of the residential and business 
communities.” 

 The proposed redevelopment of the centre will support a resilient local economy and better serve the local convenience needs of 
residents. It will bring in the much needed investment to address poor social infrastructure provision in and around the centre to 
help promote a thriving local meeting place that residents would want to visit and local businesses will benefit from. 

 The proposed Site Allocations set out a clear strategy for suitable development in the area. 

NC2: Enhancement of Shopfront  

NC3: Designation of Grove Park Centre 
as a Local Opportunity Area 

NC4: Centre Public Realm Improvements 
and Green Links 

Design of Built Environment 

BE1: Design of Extensions and 
Alterations to Existing Buildings 

 Compliant with NPPF Core Principle 4 – “Always seek to secure high quality design and a good standard of amenity for all existing and 
future occupants of land and buildings.” 

 GPNP promotes the use of biophilic design standards that promote the visual harmony, environmental sustainability, climate 
adaptability as well as the creativity of design, to shape an environment that promotes not just the physical wellbeing but also mental 
wellbeing of its occupants.  

 These policies are also compliant with NPPF Core Principle 1 in that this is an opportunity to ‘shape the surroundings’ in a manner that 
makes the neighbourhood thrive over the longer term, through a healthier, more liveable and climatically adapted environment. 

BE2: Human-centric and Biophilic-led 
Design of New Development 

Community Assets & Spaces 
CA1: Protection of Assets of Community 
Value  Compliant with NPPF Core Principle 12 – “Take account of and support local strategies to improve health, social and cultural wellbeing 

for all, and deliver sufficient community and cultural facilities and services to meet local needs.” 

 Having identified key destination sites, key cultural and enterprise spaces, key healthy green infrastructure routes between these 
important local community facilities, these policies reverse the decline of social infrastructure provision and help improve the health, 
social and cultural wellbeing of everyone, no matter their background. These policies help address the wider determinants of health 
and prosperity in a neighbourhood. 

CA2: Safeguarding and Enhancement of 
Key Cultural Community Spaces 

CA3: Enhancement of Community 
Spaces and Facilities 

CA4: Safeguarding of Public Houses 

Housing 
H1: Delivering a Healthy Mix of Housing 
Typologies and Design 

 Compliant with NPPF Core Principle 8 – “Encourage the effective use of land by reusing land that has been previously developed 
(brownfield land), provided that it is not of high environmental value.” H2: Promoting Affordable Ownership 
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POLICY THEME GPNP CONFORMITY STATEMENT WITH NPPF CORE PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES 
H3: Enhancing Affordable Provision of 
Quality Housing on Chinbrook Estate 

 GPNP’s spatial strategy clearly marks sites for protection and those for development. Knowing the neighbourhood well, selection has 
been carefully made to make the most effective use of the land: it ensures the protection of parcels which have an intrinsic social and 
conservation value (Policy Ref CA1-CA3 and GI1-GI3), while proposing the allocation of parcels which have been previously developed 
or not designated and whose redevelopment for housing can add value to the neighbourhood as a whole (SA1, SA2, SA3, SA4, SA10). 
As such it also conforms to NPPF Core Principle 3. 

H4: Windfall Sites 

Sustainable Transport 
T1: Enhancement Key Pedestrian 
Corridors 

 Compliant with NPPF Core Principle 11 – “Actively manage patterns of growth to make the fullest possible use of public transport, 
walking and cycling, and focus significant development in locations which are or can be made sustainable.” 

 The GPNP is proposing the most intense growth within the Neighbourhood Centre (Policy Ref NC1-NC3), to make fullest possible use of 
access to train services, and to consolidate the services so that they are more easily accessible to people on foot. Additionally it sets 
out a series of policies (Policy Ref GI1-GI3) that involve the greening of strategic routes, linking key destinations through improved 
walkways and cycle paths, to help promote active transport options and ultimately the wellbeing of occupants.  

T2: Enhancement of Key Cycling 
Corridors  

T3: Promote the Use of Sustainable Car 
Options 

Local Employment and Enterprise 

EM1: Protect Micro-Enterprise 
Employment Sites 

 Compliant with NPPF Core Principle 3 – “Proactively drive and support sustainable economic development to deliver the homes, 
business and industrial units, infrastructure and thriving local places that the country needs. …..Plans should ….. set out a clear strategy 
for allocating sufficient land which is suitable for development in their area, taking account of the needs of the residential and business 
communities.” 

 The GPNP proactively supports sustainable economic development to deliver homes (Policy Ref H1-H3 and SA1, SA2, SA3, SA4, SA10) 
as well as business opportunities through this policy and the allocation of micro-enterprise employment sites (SA7, SA8, SA9), to 
support the rising self-employment sector who require affordable and smaller business units.  

EM2: Conversion of Unused Garages To 
Promote Micro-Enterprise 

Green Infrastructure 

GI1 Designation of Urban Green Spaces 

 Compliant with NPPF Core Policy 5 – “Take account of the different roles and character of different areas, promoting the vitality of our 
main urban areas, protecting the Green Belts around them, recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside and 
supporting thriving rural communities within it.” 

 Compliant with NPPF Core Policy 7 – “Contribute to conserving and enhancing the natural environment and reducing pollution. 
Allocations of land for development should prefer land of lesser environmental value, where consistent with other policies in this 
Framework.” 

 The GPNP seeks to protect its most valuable open space sites of nature conservation importance while identifying several sites for 
redevelopment on previously developed land and land that currently holds no intrinsic or conservation value. 

GI2: Designation of Metropolitan Scale 
‘Urban National Park’ 
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POLICY THEME GPNP CONFORMITY STATEMENT WITH NPPF CORE PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES 

GI3 Designation of Nature Conservation 
Improvement Areas 

 The plan is ambitious; It sees the multiple benefits of protecting its green spaces: they become not just open spaces for improving the 
biodiversity value, but to create healthy recreation opportunities for residents as well as be future destinations (i.e. its proposed Urban 
National Park), that will bring in visitors and potential spending to help the local economy.  

 The GPNP strategy and policies clearly map out everything that residents hold dear about their neighbourhood, highlighting all its 
unique qualities which need to be protected, improved and enhanced.  

 Grove Park’s biggest asset is the ‘countryside’ feel of its Metropolitan Open Land and SINC along the railway embankment, and seeks 
to capitalise on its intrinsic character and beauty, by promoting it as a visitor destination that can help promote the wider future 
economic and cultural vitality of the area. 

 These policies also meet NPPF Core Principle 4 in “providing good amenity”. Through its policies on green infrastructure and 
sustainable healthy environments, the GPNP also stipulates the need for a healthier public realm providing the much needed amenity 
to promote active travel along routes that instil a sense of wellness. 

GI4 Enhance Green Infrastructure 
Provision Along Key Public Realm 
Routes 

GI5: Design and Placement of Green 
Infrastructure 

GI6: Dark Sky Protection 

Sustainable Healthy Environment 

SE1: Incorporation of Climate 
Adaptation Measures 

 Compliant with NPPF Core Principle 6 – “Support the transition to a low carbon future in a changing climate, taking full account of flood 
risk and coastal change, and encourage the reuse of existing resources, including conversion of existing buildings, and encourage the use 
of renewable resources.” 

 The GPNP takes full account of flood risk by not only acknowledging the need for design measures in alluvial flood risk zones, but also 
ensuring there is no net loss of permeable surfaces to reduce surface water flood risk, especially as Lewisham has suffered from these 
in the past. 

 As well as these direct air quality policies, the built environment design policies (Policy Ref BE1-BE3) also address both indoor and 
outdoor air quality.  

 In addition to these sustainable healthy environment policies, the GPNP also meets these principles through its related green 
infrastructure policies (Policy Ref GI1-GI3). 

SE2: Improving Air Quality 

SE3: Alleviating Flood Risk 

Site Policies 
SA1: Vacant land, Lions Close 
SA2: Cleared Land on Grove Park Road 
SA3: Bus Waiting Area and Vacant Land at Rear, off 
Baring Road 
SA4: Lewisham Adult Education Centre, Baring 
Road 
SA5: The Ringway Centre, Baring Road 
SA6: The Grove Park Library, Marvels Lane 

 Compliant with NPPF Core Principle 9 – “Promote mixed use developments, and encourage multiple benefits from the use of land in 
urban and rural areas, recognising that some open land can perform many functions (such as for wildlife, recreation, flood risk 
mitigation, carbon storage, or food production).” 

 Through a number of Site Allocations, the GPNP promotes mixed use developments incorporating homes and employment and 
community spaces, to give the right balance to cater for different needs and make the neighbourhood resilient and sustainable. 

 Its policies on Green Infrastructure (Policy Ref GI1-GI) recognise the multiple functions of such spaces and are intrinsically linked with 
Sustainable and Healthy Environment policies (Policy Ref SE1-SE3). 
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POLICY THEME GPNP CONFORMITY STATEMENT WITH NPPF CORE PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES 
SA7: Grove Park Youth Club, Marvels Lane 
SA8: Land to rear of Baring Hall Hotel, Downham 
Way 
SA9: Abandoned Lockup Garages at rear of 
Castleton Road and Charminster Road 
SA10: W.G. Grace Site and Curtilage, Lions Close 

TABLE 2: CONFORMITY WITH NPPF CORE POLICIES 
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3 Sustainable Development 

This section details how the GPNP contributes to sustainable development. The NPPF 
defines three dimensions of sustainability (Paragraph 7 of the NPPF): 

 Economic Sustainability - contributing to building a strong, responsive and 
competitive economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is available 
in the right places and at the right time to support growth and innovation; and by 
identifying and coordinating development requirements, including the provision 
of infrastructure. 

 Social Sustainability - supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by 
providing the supply of housing required to meet the needs of present and future 
generations; and by creating a high quality built environment, with accessible local 
services that reflect the community’s needs and support its health, social and 
cultural wellbeing. 

 Environmental Sustainability - contributing to protecting and enhancing our 
natural, built and historic environment; and, as part of this, helping to improve 
biodiversity, use natural resources prudently, minimise waste and pollution, and 
mitigate and adapt to climate change including moving to a low carbon economy. 

 

The NPPF states that sustainable development will be met by addressing people’s 
quality of life by seeking positive improvements in: 

 The quality of the built, natural and historic environment (policy theme 1-3, 5, 8, 9). 

 Making it easier for jobs to be created in cities, towns and villages (policy theme, 2, 6, 

7). 

 Moving from a net loss of biodiversity to achieving net gains for nature (policy 

theme 8, 9). 

 Replacing poor design with better design (policy theme 3). 

 Improving the conditions in which people live, work, travel and take leisure (policy 

theme 1-4, 6-9). 

 Widening the choice of high quality homes (policy theme 5). 

 

Table 3 summarises the alignment between the NPPF and the GPNP in terms of 
sustainable development. It only includes NPPF sustainability policies which are 
relevant to Grove Park.  
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POLICY THEME 
(GPNP STRATEGIC 

OBJECTIVE) 

NPPF POLICY GPNP POLICY COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 

1 
Protect Grove Park’s 
Heritage 

 Policy 12 (para 126 – 
141) – Conserving 
and Enhancing the 
Historic Environment 

 HR1: Protection of Heritage 
Assets & Buildings of 
Townscape Merit 

 HR2: Protection of Areas of 
Special Local Character (ASLC) 

 HR3: Enhancement of 
Chinbrook Estate ASLC 

 In order for Grove Park to maintain an overall competitive advantage in 
its growth, its unique qualities are protected, promoted and enhanced 
with these policies, as well as those in Policy Theme 3 (addressing the 
built environment elements) and Policy Themes 8 and 9 (addressing the 
natural heritage elements). Distinctiveness helps to achieve the 
sustainability of a neighbourhood. It also directly impacts the morale, 
safety and health of inhabitants thereby impacting the wider 
determinants of health and quality of life of residents.  

2 
Renew Grove Park’s 
Centre 

 Policy 2 (para 23 – 27) 
– Ensuring the Vitality 
of Town Centres 

 NC1: Enhancement of Grove 
Park Local Neighbourhood 
Centre 

 NC2: Enhancement of 
Shopfront  

 NC3: Designation of Grove Park 
Centre as a Local Opportunity 
Area 

 NC4: Centre Public Realm 
Improvements and Green Links 

 Grove Park is quite inaccessible to existing surrounding shopping areas 
of all hierarchies and therefore, not serving the local shopping 
conveniences of the residents. Its neighbourhood centre is run-down 
and in need of investment. Recognising that its centre is the heart of the 
community, these policies set out to increase the viability and vitality of 
the centre to support a stronger, competitive local economy and 
improved neighbourhood environment. It does this through: 
a) Allocating the centre for redevelopment as a ‘Local Opportunity 

Area’. 
b) Promoting the need for a market space to increase the service offer 

and provision of fresh food, and help meet its healthy 
neighbourhood policy aims, reducing the current over-dominance of 
fast food takeaways. 

3 
Achieve Quality In 
The Built 
Environment 

 Policy 7 (para 56 – 68) 
– Requiring Good 
Design 

 BE1: Design of Extensions and 
Alterations to Existing Buildings 

 BE2: Human-centric and 
Biophilic-led Design of New 
Development 

 GPNP policies in this domain work towards achieving overall 
environmental sustainability, and indirectly addressing the wider 
determinants of health, thereby achieving social sustainability.  

 Policies here plan positively to achieve high quality and inclusive design 
for all buildings, public realm and housing, improving the conditions in 
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POLICY THEME 
(GPNP STRATEGIC 

OBJECTIVE) 

NPPF POLICY GPNP POLICY COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 

which people live, work, travel and take leisure. Design is asked to 
respond to: 
a) Grove Park’s local distinctiveness by reinforcing and protecting the 

existing identified qualities in the built, natural and historic 
environment (see also Policy Theme 1). 

b) Guide innovation and creative originality of design by ensuring 
design is compatible with the design-led determinants of health (in 
terms of scale, detailing, massing, healthy use of materials) and with 
requirements to consider durability, lifespan and adaptability of 
design to meet needs of a changing climate and minimise waste and 
redundancy of development. 

4 
Provide Thriving 
Community Spaces 

 Policy 8 (para 69 – 78) 
– Promoting Healthy 
Communities 

 CA1: Protection of Assets of 
Community Value 

 CA2: Safeguarding and 
Enhancement of Key Cultural 
Community Spaces 

 CA3: Enhancement of 
Community Spaces and 
Facilities 

 CA4: Safeguarding of Public 
Houses 

 Currently Grove Park has a number of important community spaces 
which play a significant role in facilitating social interaction to support 
healthy, inclusive communities and help address wider issues like 
isolation, youth engagement and antisocial behaviour.  

 The policies here ensure the sustained provision of sufficient choice in 
community facilities and ensures development contributes to enhancing 
this provision by addressing the current poor quality in community 
buildings. 

 This policy works in hand with Policy Themes 8 and 9, which work 
together to deliver high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport 
and recreation, promoting the health and wellbeing of inhabitants. 

5 
Provide Quality 
Homes 

 Policy 6 (para 47 – 55) 
– Delivering a Wide 
Range of High Quality 
Homes 

 H1: Delivering a Healthy Mix of 
Housing Typologies and Design 

 H2: Promoting Affordable 
Ownership 

 The GPNP provides for additional delivery of housing in the 
neighbourhood than is currently being planned. The policies address 
specific issues around choice and affordability to address local need.  
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POLICY THEME 
(GPNP STRATEGIC 

OBJECTIVE) 

NPPF POLICY GPNP POLICY COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 

 H3: Enhancing Affordable 
Provision of Quality Housing on 
Chinbrook Estate 

 H4: Windfall Sites 

6 
Create Enterprising 
Local Employment 
Opportunities 

 Policy 1 (para 18-22) 
– Building a Strong, 
Competitive Economy 

 EM1: Protect Micro-Enterprise 
Employment Sites 

 EM2: Conversion of Unused 
Garages To Promote Micro-
Enterprise 

 Grove Park currently does not have a very strong local economy. The 
proposed policies will achieve economic growth by: 
a) Making it easier for local jobs to be created and sustained by 

designating and enhancing micro-employment sites. Such sites are 
specifically targeting the rising demand in smaller business units to 
support SME businesses (i.e. creative industries) and self-employed 
individuals (i.e. those offering neighbourhood scale services). 

b) Provide the right type of employment space (given the observed 
demand) in the right places (making full use of existing availability of 
abandoned or in use garage spaces). 

c) Provide opportunities that are responsive to local needs, in terms of 
educational attainments and the scale of enterprises of existing 
workforce and as such provide a competitive edge especially in 
terms of attracting this type of employment sector into the area 
which has since been displaced in other areas that have lost smaller, 
affordable spaces. 

 Achieving economic growth is also in part met through Policy Theme 2 
above. 

7 
Improve Sustainable 
Transport Provision 

 Policy 4 (para 29 – 41) 
– Promoting 
Sustainable Transport 

 T1: Enhancement Key 
Pedestrian Corridors 

 T2: Enhancement of Key 
Cycling Corridors  

 These policies help to deliver environmental and social sustainability and 
the overall health of the neighbourhood by encouraging development to 
exploit opportunities to deliver improved public transport and active 
(walking, cycling, horse riding) transport provisions. 
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POLICY THEME 
(GPNP STRATEGIC 

OBJECTIVE) 

NPPF POLICY GPNP POLICY COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 

 T3: Promote the Use of 
Sustainable Car Options 

8 
Deliver Connected 
Nature Areas and an 
Urban National Park 

 Policy 11 (para 109 – 
125) – Conserving 
and Enhancing the 
Natural Environment 

 GI1 Designation of Urban 
Green Spaces 

 GI2: Designation of 
Metropolitan Scale ‘Urban 
National Park’ 

 GI3 Designation of Nature 
Conservation Improvement 
Areas 

 GI4 Enhance Green 
Infrastructure Provision Along 
Key Public Realm Routes 

 GI5: Design and Placement of 
Green Infrastructure 

 GI6: Dark Sky Protection 

 The GPNP capitalises on its biggest assets, its biodiverse natural habitats 
and open spaces. Currently disconnected, neglected and inaccessible in 
parts, it seeks to incorporate them into the neighbourhood’s wider 
infrastructure, protecting and enhancing the valuable landscape they 
offer and recognising the multiple benefits of ecosystem services (and 
therefore also helping to meet Policy Theme 9).  

9 
Create a Sustainable 
Healthy 
Environment 

 Policy 8 (para 69 – 78) 
– Promoting Healthy 
Communities 

 Policy 10 (para 93 – 
108) – Meeting the 
Challenge of Climate 
Change, Flooding 

 SE1: Incorporation of Climate 
Adaptation Measures 

 SE2: Improving Air Quality 

 SE3: Alleviating Flood Risk 

 The GPNP sets out policies that will help planning meet the national 
need to address radical reductions in emissions and provide future 
development that is adapted to the existing and changing climate so as 
to reduce environmental and social risk in future.  

 These policies not only address environmental sustainability but also 
social sustainability, in that they contribute to healthier environments 
and ultimately economic sustainability, by averting unnecessary spend 
addressing the impacts of climate change. 

TABLE 3: GPNP COMPLIANCE WITH SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  
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4 Local Plan Conformity 

4.1 Lewisham Local Development Framework 
At the time of writing (March 2017), the Lewisham Local Development Framework is 
the series of planning documents which collectively deliver the adopted planning 
strategy and policies for the London Borough of Lewisham (LBL); they include:  

 Core Strategy8 (adopted in June 2011): establishes the Borough-wide spatial 
policy context. 

 Site Allocations9 (adopted in June 2013): identifies the locations and sites for 
specific types of development needed to implement the Core Strategy’s vision. 

 Development Management Local Plan10 (adopted in November 2014): sets out 
policies for the management of development and determination of planning 
applications. 

 

LBL have confirmed that their Local Plan is under review, but have yet to release a 
timeframe for consultation on any revisions. 

 

4.2 Conformity Statement 
The Grove Park Neighbourhood Development Plan is in general conformity with the 
strategic policies of Lewisham’s Local Plan.  

The neighbourhood is covered by the overarching Spatial Policy 5 - Areas of Stability 
and Managed Change. This means that it is not expected to have any major 
development opportunities, and that incremental changes should manage and 
enhance its qualities, including shopping opportunities, local employment 
opportunities, and improvements to the walking and cycling environment, in order 
to improve access to local services. 

The GPNP suggests that potentially this designation is reviewed, in light of its policies 
for the neighbourhood centre renewal, and that potentially Spatial Area Policy 4 – 
Local Hubs might better apply (although the area under consideration for renewal 

                                                      

8 Lewisham Core Strategy 2011- 
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/Documents/CoreStrategyAdoptedVersion.pdf  
9 Site Allocation Plan 2013 - https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/LDF/site-
allocations/Documents/SiteAllocationsAdoption.pdf  
10 Development Management Local Plan 2014 - 
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/LDF/development-
policies/Documents/DMLPAdoption.pdf  

https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/Documents/CoreStrategyAdoptedVersion.pdf
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/LDF/site-allocations/Documents/SiteAllocationsAdoption.pdf
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/LDF/site-allocations/Documents/SiteAllocationsAdoption.pdf
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/LDF/development-policies/Documents/DMLPAdoption.pdf
https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/policy/LDF/development-policies/Documents/DMLPAdoption.pdf
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may be small enough to still be covered by ‘managed change’). Currently Grove Park 
is quite far from other shopping areas; with the provision on its high street being 
dilapidated and lacking in variety, it wants to revitalise its neighbourhood centre into 
a hub in its own right to achieve an overall upgrade in urban quality and amenity.  

 

Table 4 details how each of the GPNP policies conforms with Lewisham’s strategic 
Local Plan policies.  
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LEWISHAM POLICY RELEVANT GPNP POLICY COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 

 Core Strategy Policy 1: Housing Provision, Mix 
And Affordability 

 H1 - Housing Typology 

 H2 - Housing Ownership 

 These GPNP policies will apply to all areas in Grove Park that 
come forward as windfall sites, as well as the Site Allocations for 
housing and mixed use development. 

 Core Strategy Policy 3: Strategic Industrial 
Locations And Local Employment Locations 

 Core Strategy Policy 5: Other Employment 
Locations 

 DM Policy 16: Local Shopping Parades And 
Corner Shops 

 EM1 - Protect Micro-Enterprise 
Employment Sites 

 EM2 - Conversion of Lockup Garages 

 Grove Park does not have any Local Employment Locations (LEL) 
neither are there any sites of significant size to warrant an LEL 
designation. However, in line with its strategic objective to 
strengthen local employment opportunities, it seeks to protect 
the small workshops and to redevelop the disused garages into 
enterprise workspaces, thus allocating them as micro-
employment sites.  

 Core Strategy Policy 6: Retail Hierarchy And 
Location Of Retail Development 

 DM Policy 15: Neighbourhood Local Centres 

 DM Policy 16: Local Shopping Parades And 
Corner Shops 

 NC1 - Enhancement of Grove Park Local 
Neighbourhood Centre  

 NC2 - Shopfront Enhancements 

 NC3 - Revitalisation of the 
Neighbourhood Centre  

 NC4 - Centre Public Realm Improvements 
and Green Links 

 The retail parade along Baring Road, around Grove Park station is 
currently designated a Local Neighbourhood Centre.  

  The GPNP seeks to protect and enhance the Neighbourhood 
Local Centre and designated retail parades to ensure access to 
local services and to create active community hubs. 

 Through SA8 it also seeks to secure support for farmers’ and 
street market to increase the provision of shops currently on 
offer. 

 Core Strategy Policy 7: Climate Change And 
Adapting To The Effects 

 SE1 - Climate Adaptation 

 SE3 - Flood Risk 

 These GPNP policies augment Core Strategic Policy 7, by 
incorporating new guidance and evidence. 

 Core Strategy Policy 8: Sustainable Design And 
Construction And Energy Efficiency 

 SE1 - Climate Adaptation 

 BE2 - Extensions and Alterations to 
Existing Buildings 

 BE3 - Design of New Development 

 GPNP policies on climate adaptation and design address Core 
Strategic Policy 8. 

 Core Strategy Policy 9: Improving Local Air 
Quality 

 SE2 - Air quality 
 These GPNP policies augment Core Strategic Policy 9, by 

incorporating new guidance and evidence. 

 Core Strategy Policy 10: Managing And Reducing 
The Risk Of Flooding 

 SE1 - Climate Adaptation 

 SE3 - Flood Risk 

 The GPNP policies are in general conformity with this Core 
Strategic Policy 10. 

 Core Strategy Policy 11: River And Waterways 
Network 

 SE3 - Flood Risk 
 Lewisham’s policy specifically relates to the River Thames, and 

the River Ravensbourne Network (and it’s assumed that the 
Quaggy, being a tributary, is part of this network). GPNP policies 
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LEWISHAM POLICY RELEVANT GPNP POLICY COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 
provide further detail about the treatment of the Quaggy river in 
relation to its water quality, landscape, biodiversity and its 
amenity value and opportunities to naturalise it in identified 
locations. The policies also relate to the alleviation of flood risk. 

 Core Strategy Policy 12: Open Space And 
Environmental Assets 

 DM Policy 25: Landscaping and Trees 

 GI1 - Designation of Urban Green Spaces 

 GI2 - Designation of Nature Conservation 
Improvement Zones 

 GI3 - Public Realm and Green 
Infrastructure Provision 

 GI4 - Dark Sky Protection 

 GPNP’s policies on the Natural Environment as well as those 
related to the public realm design of the neighbourhood centre 
further augment Core Strategy Policy 12, highlighting the specific 
neighbourhood environmental assets not currently addressed by 
the Local Plan. 

 Core Strategy Policy 14: Sustainable Movement 
and Transport 

 T1 - Enhancement of Baring Road 
Corridor  

 T2 - Pedestrians  

 T3 - Cyclists 

 The sustainable transport policies conform to Core Strategy 14 in 
highlighting the specific instances where issues like access and 
safety need to be addressed in Grove Park. 

 Core Strategy Policy 15: High Quality Design For 
Lewisham 

 DM Policy 30: Urban Design and Local Character. 

 DM Policy 31: Alterations and Extensions To 
Existing Buildings Including Residential 
Extensions 

 DM Policy 33: Infill Sites, Backland Gardens and 
Amenity Areas 

 BE2 - Extensions and Alterations to 
Existing Buildings 

 BE3 - Design of New Development 

 The built environment policies of the GPNP further raise the need 
for high quality design, but further elaborate how high quality can 
be delivered to address health and wellbeing of inhabitants, 
climate adaptability and environmental sustainability.  

 Core Strategy Policy 16: Conservation Areas, 
Heritage Assets And The Historic Environment 

 DM Policy 37: Non-Designated Heritage Assets 
Including Locally Listed Buildings, Areas Of 
Special Local Character 

 HR1 - Protect Non-Designated Heritage 
Assets & Buildings of Townscape Merit 

 HR2 - Protect Areas of Special Local 
Character 

 The GPNP localises the Core Strategy Policy 16 on heritage 
protection and enhancement, by identifying more specifically 
those areas and assets which the residents find unique to the 
neighbourhood.  

 Core Strategy Policy 19: Provision And 
Maintenance Of Community And Recreational 
Facilities 

 CA1 - Assets of Community Value 

 CA2 - Protection and Enhancement of 
Community Facilities. 

 CA3 - Safeguarding of Public Houses. 

 The GPNP further localises and augments Core Strategy Policy 19, 
by identifying those assets and community spaces that are 
deemed valuable and important to the local community. 
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LEWISHAM POLICY RELEVANT GPNP POLICY COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 

 Core Strategy Policy 20: Delivering Educational 
Achievements, Healthcare Provision and 
Promoting Healthy Lifestyles 

 GI2 - Designation of Nature Conservation 
Improvement Zones 

 GI3 - Public Realm and Green 
Infrastructure Provision 

 T2 - Pedestrians 

 T3 - Cyclists 

 CA2 - Protection and Enhancement of 
Community Facilities 

 SE2 - Air Quality 

 SE3 - Flood Risk 

 These GPNP policies help to deliver opportunities for healthy and 
active lifestyles (by addressing the wider determinants of health), 
and help to protect the community spaces which actually deliver 
these services currently. 

TABLE 4: CONFORMITY WITH LEWISHAM LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 
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5 EU Obligations 

5.1 Human Rights and Equality and Inclusion Statement 
The Grove Park Neighbourhood Plan has regard to the fundamental rights and 
freedoms guaranteed under the European Convention on Human Rights and 
complies with the Human Rights Act. Considerable emphasis has been placed 
throughout the consultation process on ensuring that it has reached all communities 
living and working in Grove Park, with no intentional isolation or exclusion from 
participating.  

5.2 Habitat Regulations Assessment 
>>Insert summary from screening to be undertaken by LBL 

 

5.3 Strategic Environmental Assessment 
>>Insert summary from screening to be undertaken by LBL 

>>NB: One of the following documents must be included with a neighbourhood plan 
proposal when it is submitted to the local planning authority: 

 a statement of reasons for a determination under regulation 9(1) of the 
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 that 
the proposal is unlikely to have significant environmental effects or 

 an environmental report prepared in accordance with paragraphs (2) and (3) 
of regulation 12 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
Regulations 2004 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
GROVE PARK NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM 
EMAIL: info@groveparkneighbourhoodforum.com   
WEB: http://www.groveparkneighbourhoodforum.com/    
TWITTER: https://twitter.com/groveparknforum   
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